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Reorganization and Regular Meeting January 5, 2026 

 

 

REORGANIZATION:  

 

Mayor Phillabaum announced that all newly elected officials were previously sworn earlier by 

Magisterial District Judge Charles Moore and all may take their seats. Mayor Phillabaum stated 

that Andy Davis was not sworn in due to having to leave for a fire call. Andy Davis was sworn in 

by Mayor Phillabaum when he returned from the fire call at approximately 7:20pm.  

 

The Reorganization meeting of Mount Pleasant Borough Council was called to order by Mayor 

Kenneth Phillabaum at 7:00pm in Council Chambers at 1 Etze Avenue, Mount Pleasant, PA 

15666.  The Pledge of Allegiance was said and Mayor Phillabaum asked for a moment of silence 

for Councilwoman Barnes and her family for the passing of her sister, Karen.  Mayor Phillabaum 

asked Borough Manager Lesko to take roll call.  Councilpersons present included Czekanski, 

Wojnar, Lucia, Barrick, Brnilovich, Stevenson and Ruszkowski. Mayor Phillabaum was present. 

Solicitor Mlakar and Solicitor Leechalk were not present. Mayor Phillabaum stated that a 

quorum is present.  

 

 

Matters of Business: 

 

Mayor Phillabaum called for nominations and elections for President of Council.  Councilwoman 

Czekanski nominated Councilwoman Ruszkowski. Nomination was seconded by Councilwoman 

Wojnar. There were no other nominations.  Councilwoman Ruszkowski was elected as Council 

President.   

 

The meeting was turned over to newly elected Council President Ruszkowski. 

 

Councilwoman Ruszkowski called for nominations for Vice-President. Councilwoman Wojnar 

nominated Councilwoman Czekanski.  Nomination was seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson.  

There were no other nominations. Councilwoman Czekanski was elected as Council Vice 

President.  

 

Council President Ruszkowski called for nominations for President Pro-Tem.  Councilwoman 

Wojnar nominated Councilman Barrick. Nomination was seconded by Council President 

Ruszkowski. There were no other nominations.  Councilman Barrick was elected Council 

President Pro-Tem. 

 

Council President reminded Council that when a motion is read that if you do not say yes or no, 

and you are quiet, it is a yes vote.   

 

Appointment of Borough Officials: 

 

Council President Ruszkowski read the following appointments to be made, if appointment is 

made without an objection, no second is required:  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to retain Sharon Lesko as Mount Pleasant 

Borough Manager. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No objections were 

made. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to retain George Grippo as Mount Pleasant 

Borough Police Chief. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No objections 

were made. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to retain K2 Engineering as the Mount 

Pleasant Borough Code Officer and Zoning Officer. Motion seconded by Councilwoman 

Stevenson. No objections were made. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to retain Hewitt & Leechalk LLC, and 

Leslie J.  Mlakar, Esquire as Mount Pleasant Borough Solicitor. Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Stevenson. No objections were made. Motion carried 7-0. 
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A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to retain Opst and Associates as Mount 

Pleasant Borough Auditor. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No objections 

were made. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to retain K2 Engineering as the Mount 

Pleasant Borough Building Inspectors. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. 

No objections were made. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to retain Gibson-Thomas Engineering as the 

engineering firm for the Borough of Mount Pleasant. Motin seconded by Councilwoman 

Stevenson. No objections were made. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to retain Paul Harenchar as Fire Chief/Fire 

Marshal for the Borough of Mount Pleasant. Motion seconded by Councilwoman 

Stevenson. No objections were made. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to retain Jeffrey McGuinness as Emergency 

Management Coordinator. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No objections 

were made. No objections were made. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to retain Zachary Gergas as Emergency 

Management Deputy Coordinator. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No 

objections were made. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

  A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to retain Leslie J. Mlakar of Avolio Law  

 Group, LLC as Solicitor of the Planning Commission for the Borough of Mount Pleasant.  

Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No objections were made. Motion 

carried 7-0. 

 

  A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to retain Robert Regola as Government  

Consultant and Grants for the Borough of Mount Pleasant. Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Stevenson. No objections were made. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Borough Appointments: 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to appoint Sharon Lesko as Secretary/Treasurer 

for the Borough of Mount Pleasant. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No 

objections were made. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No objections were 

made.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to appoint Sharon Lesko as the Open Records 

Officer for the Borough of Mount Pleasant. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. 

No objections were made. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No objections 

were made.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to appoint Ken Phillabaum as Representative to 

the Westmoreland County Boroughs Association. Motion seconded by Councilwoman 

Stevenson. No objections were made.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to appoint Patience Barnes as Alternate 

Representative to the Westmoreland County Boroughs Association. Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Stevenson. No objections were made.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to appoint Cindy Wojnar as Representative to 

the Library Board. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No objections were made. 

Motion carried 7-0.   

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to appoint Ken Phillabaum as Alternate 

Representative to the Library Board. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No 

objections were made.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to adopt Resolution No. 2026-01 appointing 

Michael Ruszkowski as Chairman of the Vacancy Board. Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Stevenson. Council President Ruszkowski abstained. No other objections 

were made.  Motion carried 6-yes 0-no 1-abstain. 

 

General Administrative Business 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to adopt Resolution No. 2026-02 adopting 

Roberts Rules of Order for Council meeting procedure. Motion seconded by Councilwoman 

Stevenson. No objections were made.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to designate President, Vice President and 

Borough Manager as authorized signers for Borough fund accounts. Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Stevenson. No objections were made.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to designate depositories of Borough funds as 

Dollar Bank, Scottdale Bank & Trust, a division of Mid Penn, and Somerset Trust Company. 

Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No objections were made.   

Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Appointments to Boards and Authorities 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to adopt Resolution No. 2026-03 appointing 

Phyllis Mecurio to Mount Pleasant Zoning Hearing Board for a 5-year term which expires 

12-31-2030 (expired 12/31/2025). Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No 

objections were made.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to adopt Resolution No. 2026-04 appointing 

Hallie Chatfield to Mount Pleasant Zoning Hearing Board for the remaining 5-year term 

which expires 12-31-2029 (expired 12/31/2024). Motion seconded by Councilwoman 

Stevenson. No objections were made.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to adopt Resolution No. 2026-05 appointing 

William Hare, Sr. to Mount Pleasant Zoning Hearing Board for the remaining 5-year term 

expiring 12-31-2026. (expired 12/31/21). Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No 

objections were made.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING: 

 

Council President Ruszkowski stated we will proceed with the regular meeting.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve the regular meeting 

minutes of December 8, 2025 since Council has been provided with a copy.  Motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Wojnar.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Medic 10 Report:  

 

Director Zach Gergas provided a report.  A copy of the report is attached. 

 

Director Gergas stated that Assistant Director Eric Bell will be leaving Medic 10. His last shift 

will be February 5, 2026.  He has been accepted to the State Police Academy. Jacob Yurko will 

be taking over as Assistant Director when Eric leaves. His start date is February 2, 2026.  

 

Medic 10 will be celebrating 50 years this year.  

 

Fire Department Report:   

 

Fire Chief Paul Harenchar provided a report.  A copy of the report is attached. 

 

Fire Chief Harenchar reported that Shawn Markiewicz is celebrating 40 years of volunteer 

service. Jason Lynch has completed his Fire Fighting II training.  
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Members will be signing up for additional training within the next month or so working to 

become the same level as Jason Lynch, Fire Fighting II.  

 

Held first meeting for the street fair. Will update as it progresses.  

 

Officers basically stayed the same. He will bring a list of Officers to the next meeting. 

 

Library Report:  

 

Library Director Sarah Buzzard provided a report.  A copy of the report is attached. 

 

Public Comment:  None.  

 

Speakers:   None.  

 

Mayor’s Report:   None.  

 

Solicitor’s Report:   None.  

 

Treasurer’s Report:  

 
Mt. Pleasant Borough Treasurer's Report Nov-25    

  Prev Bal  Deposits  

 

Disbursements  

Balance 

2025 

General Fund Checking  

Scottdale Bank 

19069335 1,050,886.90 110,301.79 165,070.91 996,117.78 

General Fund Budgetary 

Reserve 

 Standard Bank 

321615  1,227,618.89 2,930.83 0.00 1,230,549.72 

     **Police 48,591.82      
     **Streets 148,604.25      
     **Parking Lots 71,396.39      
     **Contingency Fund 448,143.37      
     **Infrastructure 206,588.62      
     **Workers 

Compensation 50,000.00      
     **BOMP Gas Wells 28,318.80      
     ** Frick Park Gas Well 32,200.11      
     **Levins 0.00      
     **Fire 43,400.00      
     **K-9  13,828.76      
     **Parks & Recreation 16,000.00      
     **Medic 10 100,000.00      
     **Marcellus Impact Fee 

Act 13 23,477.60      
Police Parking Tickets & 

Meters 

Scottdale Bank 

1026616 39,559.07 449.94 0.00 40,009.01 

Escrow Account 

Scottdale Bank 

19069343 65,780.27 182.17 0.00 65,962.44 

Liquid Fuels / Scottdale 

Bank 

Scottdale Bank 

19123645 75,988.80 210.44 0.00 76,199.24 

Monument CD 

Mid Penn Bank 

318039101 7,759.16 0.00 0.00 7,759.16 

Payroll Fund 

Scottdale Bank 

19069350 4,237.55 52,206.61 52,187.20 4,256.96 

Veterans Park Fund 

Somerset Trust Co 

2003058309 17,135.61 1.55 0.00 17,137.16 

Veterans Military Banners 

Fund 

Somerset Trust Co 

2004522337 2,830.89 0.26 0.00 2,831.15 

Storm Water Retrofit 

Phase II 

Scottdale Bank 

19069368 1,369.46 3.79 0.00 1,373.25 

ARPA Covid-19 (American 

Resuce Plan Act)  

Scottdale Bank 

19123652 278,890.34 772.34 0.00 279,662.68 

Scottdale Bank /MidPenn 

CD 

Mid Penn Bank 

318039102 233,991.26 0.00 0.00 233,991.26 

Scottdale Bank /MidPenn 

CD 

Scottdale Bank 

318012650 54,335.15 0.00 0.00 54,335.15 
Scottdale Bank /MidPenn 

CD(200yr Anniversary) Scottdale Bank  58,336.58 0.00 0.00 58,336.58 
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Total General Fund 

Balance         3,068,521.54 

Medic 10 Checking 

Scottdale Bank 

19069533 509,359.69 98,198.75 79,119.22 528,439.22 

Medic 10 Savings 

Scottdale Bank 

19069723 64,724.79 179.24 0.00 64,904.03 

Medic 10 Pittsburgh 

Foundation 

Standard Bank 

0000358253 13,753.62 32.84 0.00 13,786.46 

Medic 10 - 501(c)(3) 

Scottdale Bank 

19145689 7,130.52 19.75 0.00 7,150.27 

Medic 10 CD 

Mid Penn Bank 

318039082 20,518.30 0.00 0.00 20,518.30 

Medic 10 CD 

Mid Penn Bank 

318047885 5,823.97 0.00 0.00 5,823.97 

Total Medic 10 Fund 

Balance         640,622.25 

WWT Capital Reserve 

Account 

Scottdale Bank - 

19123702 964,936.17 2,672.21 0.00 967,608.38 

Capital Reserve M. A. 

Savings Acct 
Somerset Trust Co 

2004521230 510,822.95 1,465.29 0.00 512,288.24 

Scottdale Bank /MidPenn CD 

WWT Cap. Resv 

Scottdale Bank 

318016303 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Scottdale Bank /MidPenn CD 
WWT Cap. Resv 

Scottdale Bank 

318037592 222,207.13 0.00 0.00 222,207.13 

American National (9/5/2023) 

Scottdale Bank - 

MidPenn 3,048,217.31 0.00 0.00 3,048,217.31 

American National (9/5/2023) 

Mid Penn Bank - 

Scottdale Bank 518,594.74 0.00 0.00 518,594.74 

Total WWT Balance         5,268,915.80 

Total Borough funds         8,978,059.59 

Councilwoman Cynthia Stevenson / Secretary 

Sharon Lesko     
 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve the November 2025 Treasurer’s 

Report. Motion seconded by Councilman Brnilovich. Motion carried 7-0 

 

Tax Collector’s Report:   

 

Tax Collector Carol Yancosky read the following report for the month of December 2025: 

 

Property Taxes  $     11,420.79 

Supplemental Taxes  $          0 

Per Capita Taxes  $          889.50 

Total Collected  $     12,310.29 

 

 

Tax Collector Carol Yancosky stated that this concludes the collection for 2025.  

 

Borough Manager’s Report:  

 

Borough Manager Lesko stated that everyone has received a copy of her report and asked if 

anyone has any questions or comments. There were no questions or comments.  A copy of the 

report is attached. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve the Borough Managers Report. 

Motion seconded by Councilwoman Wojnar. Motion carried 7-0 

 

 

President’s Report:  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to authorize the solicitor to prepare and advertise 

Ordinance officially dissolving the Business District Authority. Motion seconded by Councilman 

Brnilovich. Councilwoman Czekanski abstained. Motion carried 6-yes 0-no 1-abstain.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to approve the updated by-laws of the 

Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. 

Motion carried 7-0.  
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Borough Manager Lesko explained that since the Borough is a member of the Westmoreland 

County Chamber of Commerce, each municipality that is a member must be a part of approving 

the by-laws. Solicitor Mlakar and Borough Manager Lesko reviewed the by-laws and sent 

revisions. They have been corrected and it is good to approve.  
 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to hold an executive session. Motion seconded by 

Councilman Brnilovich. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to reconvene. Motion seconded by 

Councilman Wojnar. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

Council President Ruszkowski stated that the executive session was held from 7:13pm to 7:19pm 

to discuss personnel regarding Borough Managers contract.  

 

Mayor Phillabaum swore Andrew Davis in as Councilman.  

 

Property/Streets - Stormwater Report:  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to approve the Property/Streets department report as 

submitted by Jeff McGuinness, Street Department.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Wojnar.  

Motion carried 8-0 

 

Councilman Davis stated that Fire Chief Harenchar had reported that there was a problem with 

the furnace at the fire department at last month’s meeting. He asked when there will be someone 

to look at the heating system at the fire department. Borough Manager Lesko reported that 

Kostyo Heating was there with Jeff McGuinness. Mr. Kostyo gave a quote of $750 for the parts 

and repair. Approval was given and the part(s) have been ordered and will be repaired when it 

gets in.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to authorize the Solicitor to take the appropriate 

steps to offer for sale the property located at 25 West Main Street, Tax Map No. 21-02-03-0-274 

(former Morris Barron car lot). Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 8-0. 

 

The Borough has been awarded the SLSA grant from 2024. It is not the full amount that was 

requested; however, we received $442,000.00 for the Street Department Salt Shed and repair of 

the former salt building. There will also be some paving and drainage issues addressed. Borough 

Manager Lesko stated that there will be a new salt shed built and that the former building will be 

repaired and it will be used for trucks and equipment.  

 

Parks & Recreation / Events:   

 

Councilman Barrick updated the new Council members about the plans for Frick Park Hillside.  

Bidding was completed for the Frick Park Hillside project and awarded. Once the weather 

breaks, we will begin to see equipment and work being done.  

 

Public Safety/Human Resources Report:    

 

Councilwoman Czekanski asked about the hiring of a secretary. Borough Manager Lesko stated 

that she is communicating with someone for the position that has several years municipal 

experience; however, they have not agreed on the terms.  

 

Veterans Park:  

 

Councilwoman Wojnar gave the following report:  

 

• America is celebrating its 250th anniversary. They would like to move forward with doing 

the Veterans Banner project. The proposed day that they will be holding the event is 

Saturday, May 2, 2026 at Noon (tentatively) at Veteran’s Park. Councilwoman Wojnar 

spoke with Borough Manager Lesko about closing the road from Washington Street to 

Main Street.  Mayor Phillabaum asked if they are moving forward with this because he 

had brought this up approximately two (2) years ago and it kept hitting a dead wall. 
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Councilwoman Wojnar stated that they have not hit anything that would stop it from 

happening. Councilwoman Wojnar stated that she will have additional information after 

their next meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Czekanski said that she is seeing the work being done at the gazebo and knows 

that it is winter, do we have a timeline on when it will be complete. Borough Manager Lesko 

stated that the metal wrapping for the posts is being constructed now. The gentleman wants to 

get this completed asap. The project will progress as weather permits.  

 

Finance/Ordinances:   

      

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve Resolution 2026-06 setting the 

2026 Quarterly Contribution for Non-Uniform Pension at $4.05 per hour.   Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Wojnar. Motion carried 8-0. 

 

Borough Manager Lesko stated that the pension rate is set by the street department contract.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve Resolution 2026-07 waiving the 

required Police Pension member contributions for calendar year 2026 only. Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Czekanski. Motion carried 8-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve Resolution 2026-08 establishing 

Standard Business Mileage Reimbursement Rate for the year 2026. Motion seconded by 

Councilman Davis. Motion carried 8-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to accept the terms of the new contract with 

Borough Manager Lesko retroactive to January 1, 2026 and authorize solicitor to prepare 

contract including a 4% raise for 2026 and a 4% raise for 2027, all benefits remain as they are 

currently.  

 

Council President Ruszkowski asked Borough Manager Lesko to take a roll call vote to accept 

the terms of the new contract with Borough Manager Lesko retroactive to January 1, 2026 and 

authorize solicitor to prepare contract including a 4% raise for 2026 and a 4% raise for 2027, all 

benefits remain as they are currently.  Motion seconded by Councilman Barrick. Motion carried 

8-0. 

 

   Councilwoman Czekanski  Yes 

   Councilwoman Wojnar  Yes 

   Councilman Lucia   Yes 

Councilman Barrick   Yes 

Councilwoman Brnilovich  Yes 

Councilwoman Stevenson  Yes 

Councilman Davis   Yes 

   Council President Ruszkowski Yes 

  

Vote passed 8 yes, 0 no. 

 

New Business:  None.  

 

 

Reading of Communications:   

 

Borough Manager Lesko read the following communication:  

 

• Newly Elected Municipal Officials Boot Camp will be held January 30 and 31st. It will 

also be available as a virtual online class on March 6th and 7th. Please let Borough 

Manager Lesko know asap if you are interested as they will need to be registered.  

 

• Ordered the newest most revised Roberts Rules of Order 12th Edition.  
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Discussion and Payment of Bills: 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Wojnar to pay all authorized and approved bills.   

Motion seconded by Councilman Brnilovich.  Motion carried 8-0. 

 

 

Mayor / Council Comments:   

 

Mayor Phillabaum stated he is looking forward to jumping into 2026 and moving forward with 

some things.  

 

 

Miscellaneous and Adjournment: 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Lucia to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by 

Councilman Barrick.  Motion carried 8-0. 

 

 

Meeting Adjourned 7:41 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

      

Sharon Lesko 

Borough Secretary      

BOROUGH OF MOUNT PLEASANT 

 

        

             

       Susan Ruszkowski, Council President 
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                                  Motions from Meeting of January 5, 2026 

 

Reorganization 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to adopt Resolution No. 2026-01 appointing 

Michael Ruszkowski as Chairman of the Vacancy Board. Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Stevenson. Council President Ruszkowski abstained. No other objections 

were made.  Motion carried 6-yes 0-no 1-abstain. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to adopt Resolution No. 2026-02 adopting 

Roberts Rules of Order for Council meeting procedure. Motion seconded by Councilwoman 

Stevenson. No objections were made.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to adopt Resolution No. 2026-03 appointing 

Phyllis Mecurio to Mount Pleasant Zoning Hearing Board for a 5-year term which expires 

12-31-2030 (expired 12/31/2025). Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No 

objections were made.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to adopt Resolution No. 2026-04 appointing 

Hallie Chatfield to Mount Pleasant Zoning Hearing Board for the remaining 5-year term 

which expires 12-31-2029 (expired 12/31/2024). Motion seconded by Councilwoman 

Stevenson. No objections were made.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to adopt Resolution No. 2026-05 appointing 

William Hare, Sr. to Mount Pleasant Zoning Hearing Board for the remaining 5-year term 

expiring 12-31-2026. (expired 12/31/21). Motion seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. No 

objections were made.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

 

Regular Meeting:  

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve the regular meeting minutes of 

December 8, 2025 since Council has been provided with a copy.  Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Wojnar.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve the November 2025 Treasurer’s 

Report. Motion seconded by Councilman Brnilovich. Motion carried 7-0 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve the Borough Managers Report. 

Motion seconded by Councilwoman Wojnar. Motion carried 7-0 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to authorize the solicitor to prepare and advertise 

Ordinance officially dissolving the Business District Authority. Motion seconded by Councilman 

Brnilovich. Councilwoman Czekanski abstained. Motion carried 6-yes 0-no 1-abstain.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to approve the updated by-laws of the 

Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce. Motions seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson. 

Motion carried 7-0.  
 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to hold an executive session. Motion seconded by 

Councilman Brnilovich. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to reconvene. Motion seconded by 

Councilman Wojnar. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

Council President Ruszkowski stated that the executive session was held from 7:13pm to 7:19pm 

to discuss personnel regarding Borough Managers contract.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to approve the Property/Streets department report as 

submitted by Jeff McGuinness, Street Department.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Wojnar.  

Motion carried 8-0 

 



Page 10 of 15 
 

A Motion was made by Councilman Barrick to authorize the Solicitor to take the appropriate 

steps to offer for sale the property located at 25 West Main Street, Tax Map No. 21-02-03-0-274 

(former Morris Barron car lot). Motion seconded by Councilman Davis. Motion carried 8-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve Resolution 2026-06 setting the 

2026 Quarterly Contribution for Non-Uniform Pension at $4.05 per hour.   Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Wojnar. Motion carried 8-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve Resolution 2026-07 waiving the 

required Police Pension member contributions for calendar year 2026 only. Motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Czekanski. Motion carried 8-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to approve Resolution 2026-08 establishing 

Standard Business Mileage Reimbursement Rate for the year 2026. Motion seconded by 

Councilman Davis. Motion carried 8-0. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Stevenson to accept the terms of the new contract with 

Borough Manager Lesko retroactive to January 1, 2026 and authorize solicitor to prepare 

contract including a 4% raise for 2026 and a 4% raise for 2027, all benefits remain as they are 

currently.  

 

Council President Ruszkowski asked Borough Manager Lesko to take a roll call vote to accept 

the terms of the new contract with Borough Manager Lesko retroactive to January 1, 2026 and 

authorize solicitor to prepare contract including a 4% raise for 2026 and a 4% raise for 2027, all 

benefits remain as they are currently.  Motion seconded by Councilman Barrick. Motion carried 

8-0. 

 

   Councilwoman Czekanski  Yes 

   Councilwoman Wojnar  Yes 

   Councilman Lucia   Yes 

Councilman Barrick   Yes 

Councilwoman Brnilovich  Yes 

Councilwoman Stevenson  Yes 

Councilman Davis   Yes 

   Council President Ruszkowski Yes 

  

Vote passed 8 yes, 0 no. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Wojnar to pay all authorized and approved bills.   

Motion seconded by Councilman Brnilovich.  Motion carried 8-0. 

 

Mayor Phillabaum stated he is looking forward to jumping into 2026 and moving forward with 

some things.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Lucia to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by 

Councilman Barrick.  Motion carried 8-0. 
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January 5, 2026 

Committee Reports 

 

Borough Manager Report:  

 

Met w/Dominick from Gibson Thomas Engineering  

RE: Bid Opening for Frick Park Hillside Project 

 

Opening of Snow Removal Bids 

 

Meet w/Tera from Mid Penn Bank  

Re: CD Renewal 

 

Prepare/Set up/Attend the Christmas Parade and Light Up Night 

 

Prep and Attendance at Regular Meeting 

 

Met w/Joshua Spano and additional representatives of Westmoreland County, Solicitor Mlakar 

and Council President Ruszkowski   

RE: Preparation to Zoning Ordinance  

 

Prep of Employee & Special Guest Christmas Party 

 

P/C w/Solicitor Mlakar regarding the following issues:  

Zoning Ordinance Meeting,  

Scottdale Overlay Hazard Ordinance & Map,  

Revisions to Police Policy Manual re: Outside Employment,  

Pritts Feed Mill wanting to purchase former Morris Barron building next to the feed mill, 

Zoning Hearing Board Appointments,  

Replacement of Code / Zoning Officer,  

EPA Findings – Response Letter from Gibson Thomas Engineering,  

 

Held Safety Meeting – Topic: Cold Stress 

 

Met w/Armory Locksmith Re: Cameras at Church Street and Main Street 

 

P/C w/Mark from Traffic Systems & Services  

Re: Synchronization of Traffic lights 

 

Meet w/Police Chief Grippo and Sargeant Ferree  

Re: Vacation, Sick Days, etc.  

 

Meet w/Police Chief Grippo and P/C w/Solicitor Mlakar and follow up calls   

RE: Outside Employment policies 

 

Met w/Fire Chief Paul Harenchar RE: Tower Truck – Sutphen Invoice for repairs 

P/C Lynette and Steve Rideout from Sutphen Re: Sutphen Invoice for Tower Truck 

Follow-up meeting and P/C w/Steve Rideout of Sutphen Re: Sutphen Invoice for Tower Truck 

 

Meet w/Armstrong Cable Re: 2 additional phones in Police Station  

 

Begin year end reports / filings 

 

Submitted by Sharon Lesko, Borough Manager 

 

 

Street Department Report:  

 

We salted and plowed streets for the snow that we got 

 

We had gotten all the Christmas decorations in working order for Christmas 
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We have checked our trucks over before each snow that we got to make sure everything was in 

working order 

 

We patched some holes that formed from us plowing and salting 

 

We had to get tires put on the front of 2 of the trucks because they were getting bad 

 

We cleaned the trucks every time we had a break in the weather to make sure we got all the salt 

off of them so they don’t rust 

 

Submitted by Jeff McGuinness, Street Crew Leader 

 

 

 

Medic 10 Report – January 2026 
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Fire Report – January 2026 
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Library Report – January 2026 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


